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Dear  Community  Leader /Volunteer: 

Everyday  throughout  Illinois ,  citizens  are  working 
voluntarily  to  improve  the  communities  in  which  they 
live.  In  doing  so ,  they  are  combining  talents  and 
forming  effective  partnerships  with  local  governments , 
businesses ,  labor ,  voluntary  organizations  and 
individual  citizens. 

Our  Home  Town  Awards  Program ,  in  its  eleventh  year , 
honors  communities  and  volunteers  which  have  planned 
and  implemented  successful  projects  to  meet  community 
needs. 

This  brochure  tells  you  more  about  the  program  and  how 
to  apply  for  a  Home  Town  Award. 

I  am  proud  of  our  Illinois  hometowns.  I  encourage  you 
to  participate  in  this  year's  Home  Town  Awards 
Program. 


Sincerely , 


1992  GOVERNOR'S  HOME 
TOWN  AWARDS  PROGRAM 

In  many  Illinois  communities,  citizens  have  been 
organizing  to  contribute  to  their  town's  economic 
progress  and  quality  of  life.  By  taking  the  initiative 
on  a  project,  mobilizing  volunteers  and  raising 
funds,  they  have  successfully  addressed  local  needs 
in  a  time  of  reduced  public  resources.  These 
volunteer  projects  often  have  the  collective 
involvement  of  many  such  as  local  governments, 
business  and  industry,  private,  civic  and 
community  based  organizations  and  individuals 
that  donate  time,  materials,  funds  and  expertise. 

Why  Home  Town  Awards? 

The  Governor's  Home  Town  Awards  Program 
gives  formal  recognition  to  outstanding  community 
volunteer  projects.  This  program  is  administered 
by  the  Illinois  Department  of  Commerce  and 
Community  Affairs  in  close  cooperation  with  the 
Lieutenant  Governor's  Office  of  Volunteer  Services 
and  the  Illinois  Department  on  Aging. 

How  Can  I  Submit  a  Project? 

Very  simply.  Contact  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Community  Affairs  for  an 
application.  Use  the  attached  application  request 
card.  The  application  can  be  submitted  by  a  variety 
of  community  representatives  such  as  a  local 
government,  a  community  organization,  a  local 
chamber  of  commerce,  a  community  action  agency, 
an  area  agency  on  aging,  a  local  job  training  agency, 
etc. 

Once  the  department  receives  the  completed 
application,  the  projects  will  be  divided  into 


population  categories.  Impartial  teams  of  judges 
will  then  evaluate  the  projects. 

The  Governor's  Home  Town  Awards  Banquet  held 
in  June  will  recognize  the  winners  in  each 
population  category,  along  with  the  grand  prize 
Governor's  Cup  winner. 

All  Home  Town  Awards  entry  applications  must  be 
completed  and  sent  to  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Community  Affairs  postmarked  no 
later  than  April  17, 1992. 

What  Are  The  Award  Categories? 

Home  Town  Awards  will  be  given  in  four 
categories: 

□  General  Category  -  volunteer  projects  that 
have  made  outstanding  contributions  to  the 
community's  overall  improvement  and 
quality  of  life. 

□  Special  Category  (Economic  Development)  - 
community  economic  development  projects 
that  have  used  volunteers. 

□  Special  Category  (Youth  Involvement)  - 
community  projects  that  have  been  selected, 
planned  and  conducted  by  the  community's 
youth. 

□  Special  Category  (Senior  Citizen 
Involvement)  -  community  projects  that  have 
been  selected,  planned  and  conducted  by 
senior  citizens. 

Printed  by  the  Authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
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For  more  Information . . . 

An  application  will  be  sent  to  your  community  upon 
receipt  of  the  attached  application  request  card. 
Your  card  should  be  returned  by  March  27, 1992. 

For  more  information  about  the  Governor's  Home 
Town  Awards  Program,  contact: 

Illinois  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Community  Affairs 
620  East  Adams, 

Springfield,  Illinois  62701 
1-800-562-4688 

Governor's  Home  Town  Awards  Projects 

Listed  below  are  examples  of  projects  entered  in  the 
program.  By  capturing  the  resources  available 
within  the  community,. local  volunteers  were  able  to 
maintain  or  increase  economic  progress  and  the 
quality  of  life. 

Community  Economic  Development;  Fire  House 
Construction;  Park  Construction;  Ambulance 
Service;  Senior  Citizen  Center;  Public  Pool 
Rehabilitation;  Christmas  Food  And  Toy  Drive; 
Development  Of  A  Recreation  Complex; 
Downtown  Revitalization;  Civic  Center 
Construction;  Senior  Citizen  Transportation 
System;  Youth  Program;  Clean-Up/ Beautification 
Projects;  Bicycle  Safety  Programs;  Industrial 
Retention  Programs;  Economic  Development 
Commission;  Housing  Rehabilitation;  Literacy 
Council;  Unemployment  Services;  Energy 
Conservation  Project;  Crimestopper  Program; 
And  "Urban  Playground"  For  Area  Youths. 


WINNER 

1991  Governor's  Cup  - 
Quincy  -  "Good  News" 
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